FRENCH DELEGATES EERE

Comte de Rochambeau and Party
See the East Side at Night.

Di,sappoin’éed Because There Was No
Riotiny ~— The Count's Impres- 4
sions of New York.

The Comte de Rochambeaur and several
members of the Rochambeau mission, who
are ta take part in the ceremonies con-
nected with the unveiling of the Rocham-
beau statue next week in Washington, ar-
rived here vesterday on the French liner
14 Touraine.

he other members of the party are M.
Robvert de Biliy and M. Guillemin, repre-
sealirg M. Delcassé, the French Minister
of Foreign Affairs; M. Lagrave, the French
Copimissioner General to the L.ounisiana
Purchase Exposition at St. Louis and rep-
resenting the Department of Commerce,
M. Alfred Creiset, Dean of the Faculty of
1.otiers in the University of Paris and
njember of the Institute, representing the
Department ¢f Education; the Vicomte de

(‘Rambrun, a great-grandson_ of the Mar-
auis de Lafajette; ¥erdinand Hamar, ﬂ:}e
scuiptor .of the statue, and M. Hamar's
zather. ~The ladies in the party are the
Comtesse de Rechambeau and Comtesse de
Chambrun, a sister-in-law of the Vicomte
avd formerly Miss Longworth, a grand-
daughter or Nicholas Lonmgworth of €in-
cnnaetii. M. YWarnier, privaite secretary to
Gen. Brugeére, at present bound hither on
tne batttesnip Gaulols, was also on la,
‘Covirdisie. '

wne revente cutter which left the Bat-
tery at 6:30 vesterday morning had on board
James B. Reynoids, Mayor Low's pnivatie
seve1ary. wWho welcomed the guests for _the
«:tv: AL Jules Toeufvé of the French Em-
bassy at Wasnington, and Prof. Adolpn
¢ ohn of Calumopia, who went down to meet
2. Croiset. The Comte de Rocham-
Teau grected the welcoming party on the
rmain deck., and as he does not speak Eng-
1:sh. Mr. Reyvnolds turned his little speech
sniio French, which was not so gifficult, as
he formcrly spent some years in Paris.
After the exchange of courtesies the party
went aft to the promenade deck and lined
up before tlhie pnotographers. The Comiesse
G« Chambrun arranged the groups, but
couid not be persuaded to be photographed
herself.

The Come de Rochambean said this was
his first visit to this countiry, and he
lJooked forward with much pleasure to his
stay, as he had vivid recollections of the
descriptions of America by his father, the
< omte Ge Rochambeau, who was here in
1876 at the Centennial at Philadelphia, and
azain in 1881 at the Yorktown Celebration.

M. Croiset, whose writings on Greek
Junguage and literature are textbooks the
worid over, wi!l maKe several visits to
Ccolumbia. He szid that he had an im-
z:-.zrtant message 10 deliver to President
Ttatier, but he would not disclose its na-
14Te.

The Vicomte de Chambrun, who made
himself very popular on the voyage over,
jocks as if he might have been ¢one of a
tatch of graduates from ‘Yale or Harvard.
ile :as spent some years in Washington
anu speaks English without accent.

The Comtesse de Rochambeau, who, like
<ne Comte, is making her first visit here,
w45 interested in the Statue of Liberty and
inuchh impressed by the sight of the tail
uildings.

The party bear with them as_ presenis
from President Loubet to Mrs. Roosevelt
the exquisite table centrepiece of Sévies
poreelain which took the prize _at the Iiix-
yosition of 1300, and to Miss Roosevelt a
Sevres tea service.

All were driven to the Waldorf-Astoria,
where they are to remain untjl their de-

arture for Washington on Tuesday. They
ost no time in making the acquaintance of
the city., and last niglit, as the guests of
. 8Becretary Reynolds, made a slumming tour

on the east side.

Three carriages took the party to the
scene of the “ kosher’ butcher riotings,
the Italian quarter, Chinatown, and other
piaces. They expressed themselves as_dis-
appointed at not witnessing any riots, hav-
ing been informed that the disturbances
were likely to be renewed last night.

The AMills Hotels, on BleecKer Street and
on Rivington Street, were first visiteg.
The University Settlement, of which Seec-
retary Reynolds used to be head worker,
was also seen. Then dinner was partaken
¢f at the Café PBoulevard, Tenth Street
and Second Avenue, afier which Engine
Company. No. 18, at Attorney and Delancey
Streets, was visited., A drill was 3one
through, and the firemen’s sleeping duar-
ters were insnected.

Next the streets in the vieinity of Grand
Etreet, tine scenc of the recent riotings,
were traversed. There was an immense
crowd cut, but the people were quiet, so a
mave was made to the -Eldridge Street
Police Station House, where the visitors
were received by Inspector Cross. The re-
serves held for prospective riots were
ordcr2d cut for review., and then a dozen
jozt chiiir-n, who had not yet been claimed,
were liped up for the inspection of the
TF'rern~h curicsity seekers.

''ha carriages were entered again and
dariven to Mulberry Street, where Italians
and their homes were looked at with great
interest. Through Mulberry Bend and
past the park and then through Chinatown
went the carriages with the party. No one
got out in_ Chinatown. and _the carriages
were then driven over the bridge to Fulton
Street, Brooklyn, out a little way, and
back ag=zin, the visit being chiefly wmade
for the ride over the bridge.

The Count was delighted with the trip,
end on kis return to the Waldorf said:

**I have been very much interested in all
that 1 have seen. and I wiill not soon for-
get my first view of the city. " The east
side is a most interesting place and one
where the study of humanity can be ad-
vantageously carried on. 1 can ¢énly com-

are the east side with certdin parts of

aris on the night of the 14th of July or
some other féte day.

“Tt seems that in New York there is a
ccntinual féte. Everybody seems to have
money and to be spending it. Everybody
seems prosperous and happyv. What struck
me rather forcibly was_that the people of
New York are clean and that the men look
very much like Englishmen. only thev ap-
pcar better dressed and are better looking.”

‘* What do you think of our women?”
was asked.

** As for the women, I cannot answer for
I have not seen enough of them to judge.”
the Count replied.- ““ If they are all up to
the standard of those whom I have seen
to-nizht, they will Indeed do.”

“ Did you see any wickedness? ™

<** 1 saw nothing wicked. This city is not
a wicked one. and. indeed. neither is Paris.
It is not Paris that is wicked, though the
city has _sometimes been spoken of as
wicked. It is those who come to Paris
that are wicked.”

To-morrow night the visitors will be the

ests at an informal dinner given at the

inion J.eague Club by ex-Secretary Cor-
nelius N. Bliss. The mission will return
10 New York on May 27, and for the follow-
ing few days will be guests at various en-
tertainments given in their honor.

ARMBASSADOR PORTER’S VISIT.

Returns from France for a Vacation

and Talks on Various Subjects, In-
cluding His Work Abroad.

After arn absence of five yvears, Gen. Hor- .
ace Porter, United Swates aAmbassador to

France, returned to America on the Amer-
fcan liner St. Louls vesterday tor a three

months’ vacation. He was met dosn the
bay by his son, Clarence Porter, a: whose
home, 213 West Seventieth Street, he will
stop while in New York, and s son-mn-
lJaw, E. W, Bird. When asked th: reason
for nis trip the Ambassador replied:

“ There are three of them. Jirs:, I have
been looking forsvard to this home-comirng
like a schoolboy; second, I wan:zd lo at-
tend the Rochambean ceremonies in Wash-
ington next Saturdesy. and, thirdly, I nhave
been honored by being chosen ithe oraior
at the West Pgint centennial on the 1ith
of next month, and being a West Poinler,
%llf.turgl,lg I did not relish the dea of 12iss-

g t a »y

Speaking of the Rochambeau statue fétes
he continned; :

‘“ Not- only the French Government but
the press and the peopie are lookiny fcr-
ward to the movements. of the mission in
America with the keenest interest, -anQ it
§5 talked about fully as much as the Inis-
sions to Spain and England to participaie in
the coronations of Kings Edward and Al-
fouso. President Loubet, in his eloquent
rernarks addressed to the members of tlhe
mission’ upon their taking leave of hum,
expressed the sentiments of «ll France
when he said, referring to the_ two otlher
missions: ‘Your mission_vields ncthing
to tXese in.importance and in the interest
with which we shall'follow it. Yot are going
to. 2 country where energy is a. religion
and. where-'youth ‘is'loved. I wish you that
good welcome which that- enthusiastic and
=mighty people beyvond:-the ocean 2as-alwayvs

‘the two nations is of such a nature _as nat

reserved for those who have 7one to them
as representatives of France.””

Of the diplomatic affairs that have occu-
pied his attention during his long absence,
Gen. Porter, in reply to a question, said:

i1 Well, the first yvear there occurred the
important negotiations which preceded the
war with Spain, svhich kept several of us
representatives in Europe very busy. The
next year the commission which conclud-
ed the treaty of peace sat for severd
months in Paris. The year after that the
Venezuelan Arbitration Tribunal held its
sessions in Paris, and vast_preparations
also were on foot for the Paris Expdsi-
tion. - Then came the busy Summer of
the Iixposition, and last year we were all
kept busy with the many communications
exchanged between our Government and
the European powers interested regarding
the complicated condition of _affairs in
China. Our Government at Washington
has had the satisfaction of seeing an am-
ple vindication of -the views_ to which it
adhered in these matters and of witness-
ing a declded triumph of the principles for
which it contended. At no time has Amer-
ican statesmanship been so highly Te-
spected abroad.”

Concerning the relations between France
and America, he said that they had never
been on a2 better or friendlier footing. .

*“The trade between the two courtries,
he said, *‘1s increasing rapidly. This is
due partly to the fact that ths business of

to conflict with each other; that is, I‘rance
selis us her art and luxuries, while Wwe
sell 1o France our stecl and other manu- |
factures, As we are their richest cus-
tomer, naturally this condition is very
eratifying to the French people.” ] |

Gen. Porter heard of the, eruption of
Mont Pelée the night before he sailed, but
did not get the details of the catastrophe
until bis arrival here yesterday. He sald
the action of Congress, the American peo- |
ple, and the Chamber of Commerce was:
superb, and that it would certainly be ap-
preciated accordingly, by the French. 4

The Ambassador described his recent
visit to the Chateau Rochambeau, the home
of the soldicer whose statve is to be un-
veiled at Washington. Gen. Por.ter ocen- |
pied the Count's room, examined the
sword he wore at Yerktown, and was ac-
corded other unusual privileges by the 1'
family. |
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